
 

 

 

As I write this, Christmas is just a few weeks away.  We all say it but I can’t believe how fast this 

year has gone by.  As I look back, I am excited to think about the things God and your faithful 

support have accomplished over the years in our region.  Though the NPEA, we have been 

actively involved in starting churches in North and South Dakota, Wyoming, Nebraska, 

Montana, Iowa, and Illinois.   

 It doesn’t seem possible, but God is all about doing the impossible.  The impossible is what we 

will all celebrate as we come together to celebrate the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ.  

Matthew 1:21 says, “And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will 

save his people from their sins.”  That is what church planting is all about, introducing people to 

the savior of the world.  Statistically it is one of the most efficient ways to do it and you are part 

of it in a big way. Thanks! 

There is something else to think about as we come to the end of a blessed year.  And that is the 

excitement of starting a new adventure in 2020.  It has always been interesting to me how it 

seems so much different on January 1.  Nothing has really changed; yesterday’s challenges are 

still the same, but the feeling of a fresh start is overwhelming.  We are invigorated to stay in the 

fight for men’s souls, we are encouraged from the heart to win our personal battles.  We are so 

excited that we plan to do things that we know we should, like lose weight or join a gym.   

The NPEA is excited as we look forward to 2020.  We continue to pray for the church plant in 

Aberdeen, South Dakota and that opportunity seems to be coming together in God’s timing.  

Please continue to pray for God’s will regarding this city of 30,000 people and our opportunity 

to reach the lost that live there.   

What does God have in store for the NPEA in 2020?  We have our ideas and hopes.  Wouldn’t it 

be great to see two churches planted next year?  That sounds impossible but when we partner 

with others, it could happen.  One thing for sure is if God opens the door we are willing to 

follow Him and step through.  The NPEA is so thankful that you have been and are willing to 

travel this road with us.  People need the Lord and you are being used to accomplish that in the 

northern plains and beyond.  Thank you once again and I wish you a Merry Christmas and a new 

year full of God’s blessings. 

 

God’s Speed, 

 

Larry Berlin, Board Member 


